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TENEBRAE is the name given tothe ancient Breviary offices of Matins
and Lauds for the last three days of Holy Week which are sung by
anticipation” on the previous night. These services are of course the
source of the office of Morning Prayer in all Anglican Prayer Books.
The latter represents a somewhat abbreviated consolidation of the two.
The name Tenebrae derives from the immensely expressive symbolism
with which for many centuries now this service has been adorned. It
is simply the Latin word for darkness and refers to the gradual extin-
guishing of a number of candles on a triangularshaped candleherse set
up in the sanctuary for this service. As the recitation of psalm and
lesson, responsory and canticle proceeds, one by one the candles and
other lights in the church are put out until a single candle alone re-
mains alight at the top of the candleherse. The rest of the church
is in darkness. The symbolism is that of the gathering of the dark
shadows of His Passion and Death around our Lord, and of the light,
His light, which shone through all that darkness, and which the dark-
ness could not overcome.

Each Responsary is preceded by the following:-




- Responsaries
For The Offices of Tenebra

Tenebre of Maundy Thursday

(Sung on Wednesday Evening)

HEALEY WILLAN
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Tenebrae of Good Friday

(Sung on Thursday Evening)

HEALEY WILLAN
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Tenebrae of Holy Saturday

(Sung on Friday Evening)

HEALEY WILLAN
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