PROGRAM NOTE

SERIOUS SONG is essentially an extended aria for string orchestra. There are three main
sections in the composition. The first begins very slowly and quietly with a unison state-
ment of the main thematic material in all of the violins, developing that material subse-
quently in a flowing, freely contrapuntal style. The tonal implications are in the main
E phrygian.

The second section, which is the longest, presents a contrasting theme in the first violins
with accompaniment figuration in the violas and counter melodic fragments in the cellos
and second violins. The tonality is C minor. The internal organization of this section is
essentially A B A prime, the B sub-section being characterized by considerable develop-
ment and tonal digression. The return of the contrasting theme occurs at a climactic
moment, but the music goes on to achieve a main climax just before the commencement
of the third main section of the composition.

This last section is coda-like in character. The texture is simplified to melody and an
accompaniment consisting almost entirely of tremol/ando and pizzicato effects over a
fairly static harmony. The tonality is E major for the most part, but occasionally ambigu-
ously major-minor. The ending is extremely quiet, slightly slower than the beginning, and
fading away to E, ppp.

The work, written in 1955, was commissioned by and dedicated to the Louisville Orchestra.

I. F.

First performed November 16, 1955 at Louisville, Kentucky
by the Louisville Orchestra under the direction of Robert Whitney.



SERIOUS SONG

A Lament for String Orchestra

Irving Fine

Duration: 9:15~ 945 minutes (1958)

Andante quasi adagio, molto cantabile (J- z about 46,in 2)
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