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NOTE

Henry Cowell’s Twelfth Symphony was begun in the fall of
1955, its scoring was completed just before he left in August, 1956,
to spend a year in Asia.

The Symphony is a brief and tightly constructed work. All four
movements derive from a single 3-tone motive: a descending minor
third followed by an ascending minor second, its first tone twice as
long as the next two. There is no extraneous, freely introduced musical
material at all. The first movement plays the role of the exposition
section in classical sonata form, the development and recapitulation
of the melodic and rhythmic themes being reserved for the three
movements that follow. The composer’s pleasure in asymmetrically-
shaped phrases and irregularly-accented rhythms, and his love of elu-
sive or unexpected orchestral color, mark this concise symphony.

INSTRUMENTS OF THE ORCHESTRA

3 Flutes (Piccolo), 2 Oboes (Eng. Horn),
3 Clarinets in°B-flat (Bass Clarinet), 2 Bassoons,
4 Horns in F, 3 Trumpets in B-flat,
2 Trombones, Tuba, Timpani,
Percussion (2 stands):
Xylophone, Glockenspiel, 2 Anvils,
Snare Drum, 2 Bongos or Tomtoms, Cymbals,
Celesta, Piano,
Strings

Duration: about 14 minutes

Orchestra parts available on rental from
the publishers.
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